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Leonard Tan I'conductor

Otto Nicolai | Christmas Overture
John Rutter | Suite for Strings
Johann Strauss Jr. | Voices of Spring
Johann Strauss'Jr. | Tritsch Tratsch Polka
Leroy Anderson | Sleigh Ride
Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez | Medley from “Frozen”
Kelly Tang | Yuletide Rhapsody

16 December 2023 | Saturday
7.30. pm
School of the Arts (SOTA) Concert Hall
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16 December 2023 (Sat), 7:30pm
SOTA Concert Hall

Christmas Classics

Otto Nicolai
Christmas Overture (11:30)

John Rutter
Suite for Strings (12:40)

Johann Strauss Jr.
Voices of Spring (6:41)

Johann Strauss Jr.
Tritsch Tratsch Polka (3:30)

Leroy Anderson

Sleigh Ride (3:00)

Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez (arr. Bob Krogstad)
Medley from “Frozen” (7:21)




Braddell Heights Symphony Orchestra

The Braddell Heights Symphony Orchestra (BHSO) is one of Singapore’s most
prominent community orchestras. Founded in 1986 under the auspices of the
Braddell Heights Community Club, the BHSO has been home to countless local and
expatriate musicians living in Singapore who come from all walks of life, bonded by
their love of classical music and performing in an orchestra.

From humble beginnings with only a handful of members, the BHSO grew steadily
into a full-sized symphony orchestra under the leadership of Maestro Yan Yin Wing
during his 25-year tenure as Music Director. In 2012, the baton was passed on to the
late Singaporean conductor Adrian Tan who brought with him innovative ideas that
revitalised the orchestra and its role in the community. The formation of The Joy
Chorale (TJC) in 2015, under the direction of Khor Ai Ming, was significant in
providing opportunities for aspiring singers with little or no training to perform in
concerts alongside experienced choristers. This new BHSO-TJC partnership made its
debut with a performance of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony which was received with
enthusiastic cheers and a standing ovation from a sold-out audience at the
Esplanade Concert Hall.

As a community orchestra with the vision of expanding its outreach to a wide
audience with diverse tastes, the BHSO’s repertoire not only includes symphonic




Leonard Tan
Conductor

Singaporean musician Leonard
Tan is a prolific conductor with a
strong presence in the Singapore
arts scene. He has conducted
numerous ensembles, including
the Singapore Symphony
Orchestra, Singapore National
Youth Orchestra (Principal
Conductor), Ensemble de la Belle
Musique (Principal Conductor),
Philharmonic Wind Orchestra
(Music Director), and Indiana
University Orchestras.

He earned his doctoral degree
from the Indiana University
Jacobs School of Music, where
he studied orchestral conducting
with David Effron, Arthur Fagen,
and Murray Sidlin. Additional

conducting studies were with Leif Segerstam and Alexander Polischuk in Russia,
where he worked with the St. Petersburg Chamber Philharmonic, and with Johannes
Schlaefli, where he worked with Academic Orchestra Zurich.

In demand internationally, he has conducted, adjudicated and taught throughout
the United States and Asia. Performances under his direction have been lauded by

3



Musicians

CONDUCTOR
Dr. Leonard Tan

VIOLIN 1

Lim Shue Churn
Concertmaster

Kelvin Chung

Zach Cubillas #

Daniel Ho

Denzel Lim Ye Han #

Elaine Mai #
Hiroko Nakae
Albert Phang
Tan Bao Jun
Eric Tan

Wong Yew Fatt #
Xu Zhong Hao #

VIOLIN 2
Pearl Yim

Acting Principal
Foo Her Yun
Go Ling Hong
Hoon Tien Hun
Michiko Kadono
Eta Lauw
Beatrice Lam
Leo Yun Fen
Jessica Ng
Phua Teng Soong
Moon Zou

CELLO

Lee Ying

Acting Principal
Adele Kwan

Lee Yi Xuan Kenneth
Gareth Lee #

New K Yong

Min Ng

Xu Wen Xin Clare

BASS

Sanche Jagatheesan #
Marissa Lim Li Shuen #
Arthur Loh #

Darren Sim

FLUTE

Tan Mei Wah
Assistant Principal

Chan Tung Hoe #

Quah Zheng Jie #

OBOE
Nathalie Fu

Huang Xingyang

CLARINET

TRUMPET

Justin Chia
Acting Principal

Tobias Tan #

Amanda Yong #

HORN
Akira Uchida

Co-Principal
Chua Gim Phu #
Megumi Murase
Colin Ng #
Daren Tan #

TROMBONE

Yuki Tony Tani
Principal

Yeo Wee Aik

BASS TROMBONE
Koe Meng Kiang Keith

TUBA
Gabriel Song
Principal

HARP




Programme Notes

Otto Nicolai
Christmas Overture

Otto Nicolai may not be a household name these days, but he was an important
composer and conductor of the 19th Century, enjoying popularity and status similar
to Giuseppe Verdi. He was also one of the founders of the world-famous Vienna
Philharmonic. Nicolai composed works in many genres, including operas, lieder,
works for chorus, orchestra, and solo instruments. He is most well known for his
operatic adaptation of Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor.

The Christmas Overture is based on the Chorale “Vom Himmel hoch, da komm’ ich
her” (From Heaven above I come). This hymn, one of many written by German
Protestant reformer Martin Luther, was written for the Christmas Eve observance
held annually at home with his children. The work begins in an agitated fashion and
has an unusually intense Schumannesque orchestration for a festive holiday like
Christmas. However, the chorale, intfroduced in its entirety by the winds and brasses
in the middle of the work, ultimately triumphs after a substantial development
section, and the work ends in a joyous seasonal celebration.

John Rutter
Suite for Strings

London-born composer and conductor John Rutter has had his music featured in
many British royal occasions, including the two most recent royal weddings. His
compositions, such as the Requiem, Magnificat, Mass of the Children, The Gift of
Life, and Visions are regularly performed around the world. Rutter formed The



man admiring the girl he loves as she goes through the daily chores of washing and
ironing clothes. Rutter showcases his prowess by taking the original melody and
spinning contrasting variations, bringing the Suite to a whirlwind close.

Johann Strauss Jr.
Voices of Spring

Johann Strauss II (1825-1899), also known as Johann Strauss Jr, was known
throughout Europe as “The Waltz King”. He was a key factor in the rise of popularity
of the waltz in 19-Century Vienna. Having composed over 500 waltzes, polkas, and
other dance genres as well as several operettas and one ballet, he is best
remembered today by “The Blue Danube”, “Emperor Waltz,” and his operetta Die
Fledermaus (“The Bat”).

Voices of Spring (Fruhlingsstimmen) was originally conceived as a solo soprano
piece for Bianca Bianchi, a soprano of the Vienna Court Opera, who premiered it at
a charity performance in Vienna in 1883. The poem describes the singing of a lark
and a nightingale as “spring breaks forth in all its splendour.” It was extremely
well-received and Strauss revised it for symphony orchestra immediately, allowing
for its premiere just seventeen days after the premiere of the first version. Voices of
Spring is classic Johann Strauss, with its tuneful melodies and lively rhythms,
capturing the essence of the Viennese waltz tradition.

Johann Strauss Jr.
Tritsch Tratsch Polka

The German word "Trastch” means gossip, while the word "Tritsch” actually has no
meaning. The title is an example of Johann Strauss II's habit of creating puns. In




Leroy Anderson
Sleigh Ride

Leroy Anderson's "Sleigh Ride" is a timeless musical masterpiece that captures the
festive spirit of the holiday season. Composed in 1948, this enchanting orchestral
piece has become a beloved classic, evoking images of a winter wonderland and the
joy of a sleigh ride through snowy landscapes. Its lively melody, playful rhythms,
and vivid orchestrations beautifully depict the excitement and merriment of a
journey through the snow-covered countryside.

With its iconic use of horse clip-clops, whip cracks, and the unmistakable sound of
sleigh bells, "Sleigh Ride" conjures a vivid imagery of a whimsical, snowy adventure.
Anderson's brilliant composition has transcended generations, becoming a
cherished part of holiday traditions worldwide. Its cheerful and infectious tune has a
magical ability to transport listeners into a world filled with the warmth of the
holiday spirit, making it a perennial favourite among audiences of all ages.

Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez (arr. Bob Krogstad)
Medley from “Frozen”

Bob Krogstad's arrangement of the song "Frozen"” is a mesmerizing interpretation
that breathes new life into this iconic medley. Infused with intricate orchestration
and a captivating musical arrangement, Krogstad's version of "Frozen” amplifies the
emotional depth of the original composition through the orchestral richness and
nuanced phrasing.

The orchestral rendition of Frozen elevates the hauntingly beautiful qualities of the
original piece, drawing listeners into a world of evocative melodies and intricate
harmonies. The arrangement masterfully weaves together various instrumental
elements, creating a symphonic landscape that resonates with the listener's




Kelly Tang
Yuletide Rhapsody

Kelly Tang's "Yuletide Rhapsody” is a vibrant and dynamic musical composition that
intertwines the essence of the holiday season with a rich tapestry of melodies and
rhythms. This rhapsody, composed with intricate layers of festive tunes, captures the
joy, warmth, and excitement of Christmastime. Tang's skillful fusion of traditional
carols and original motifs creates a captivating piece that resonates with both
nostalgia and contemporary flair, offering a delightful listening experience for
audiences.

With its playful yet sophisticated arrangements, "Yuletide Rhapsody” showcases
Tang's prowess in orchestrating a medley that seamlessly transitions between
familiar holiday melodies, infusing them with new energy and charm. The piece
takes listeners on a musical journey, interweaving familiar tunes in a fresh and
innovative manner, evoking a sense of wonder and celebration.

Programme notes by Min Ng

Jingle Bell Rock

Jingle bell, jingle bell, jingle bell rock
Jingle bells swing and jingle bells ring
Snowin' and blowin' up bushels of fun
Now the jingle hop has begun

Jingle bell, jingle bell, jingle bell rock
Jingle bells chime in jingle bell time
Dancin’ and prancin’ in Jingle Bell Square
In the frosty air




Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas
Have yourself a merry little Christmas

Let your heart be light

From now on, our troubles will be out of sight

Have yourself a merry little Christmas
Make the Yuletide gay
From now on, our troubles will be miles away

* Here we are as in olden days
Happy golden days of yore
Faithful friends who are dear to us
Gather near to us once more

Through the years, we all will be together
If the fates allow
Hang a shining star upon the highest bough

And have yourself a merry little Christmas now

* Repeat

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Hark! The herald angels sing:
"Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled”
Joyful, all ye nations rise

Join the triumph of the skies




Hail the Heav'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Son of Righteousness!

Light and life to all He brings

Ris'n with healing in His wings

Mild He lays His glory by

Born that man no more may die

Born to raise the sons of earth

Born to give them second birth

Hark! The herald angels sing:

"Glory to the newborn King!"




ART:DIS

ARTS & DISABILITY
SINGAPORE

Music For Everyone - Be a Sponsor!

Encompassing music of different genres and varied repertoires, BHSO and the Joy
Chorale wish to provide the community opportunities to enjoy music along our vision
of “ Music For Everyone”. To this end, our “sponsor-a-ticket” programme, active
since its launch in July 2018, aims to connect sponsors with beneficiaries of charities
and welfare organisations.

Below are the list of organisations that have benefitted from this concert:

- Art:Dis - Beautiful Mind
- The Purple Symphony (Community - Touch Community
Development Council Central SG)

We would like to acknowledge our kind sponsors for raising tickets for this concert:

- Tim Raes - Jessica Wong

- Jared Robertson - Hoon Tien Hun
- New K Yong - Ham Shim Ying
- Peh Xiang Hong - Tan Mei Wah

- Other individuals who have
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Braddell Heights Symphony Orchestra Committee

General Manager
Go Ling Hong

Music Library &
Design
Jessica Ng

Publications

Lee Yi Xuan Kenneth
Min Ng

Peh Xiang Hong
Amanda Kye Tan
Pearl Yim

Website
Eric Tan

Deputy General Manager

Mei Tan

Concert Management

Adele Kwan
Samuel Kwan
Lee Mei Rong

Recruitment
Justin Chia

External Affairs
Amanda Kye Tan

Video Archival
Hoon Tien Hun

Admin Manager
Moon Zou

Logistics
Victor Wong

Social Media
Min Ng
Natasha Tjeng

Internal Affairs
Leo Yun Fen




Braddell Heights Community Club
Management Committee

PATRON MEMBER
Mr Ang Ching Kang Mdm Chen Mee Foon @ Mee Mee
Mr Lim Kwee Poh, PBM Mdm Chu Ai Keow, Chris, PBM
Mr Lim Wee Keong Daniel Mr Chua Kok Leong
Mr Lim Yeok Hien, Joe Mr Giriesh s/o Gopal Krishnan
Dr Loh Heng Meng, BBM Mr Goh Chay Choon
Mr Low Chye Hin, PBM Dr Hirman Mohamed Khamis
Mr Ong Pang Aik, BBM(L) Mr Lim Keng Nang
Mr Seah Hock Thiam Mr Lim Wen Jie
Mr Soon Yeow Kwee, Johnny Mrs Mak Le Eng, Margaret Nee Chan,
Mr Tan Chee Tiong, Alvin, PBM PBM
Mr Tan Keng Siong, Thomas Ms Mar Yuet Ling, Alice, PBM
Mr Tang Wen Yeow Mr Muhammad Ridzuan Bin Rosli
Mr Ng Choong Seng
CHAIRMAN Mdm Ong Siew Kim, Ruby, PBM
Mr Loo Chin Nong, PBM Mr Samuel Kwan Tzun Sing
Mr Sivakumaran s/o Sathappan
VICE-CHAIRMAN Miss Teo Shuek Chian
Mr Chan Leng Chye, PBM Miss Teo Weiling
Mr Sanny Abdullah, PBM Mdm Wong Heng Mui, Maggie, PBM
Mr Tan Ling Kwok, Philip, PBM Mdm Yeo Lay Heong, June

Mrs Tong Chik Kiang, Irene Nee Mok, PBM
GRASSROOTS MEMBER

SECRETARY Mr Arzami Bin Salim

Mr Tee Boon Teck, Johnny, PBM Mdm Cheng Siang Lang
Mr Chua Kang Leong

ASSISTANT SECRETARY Mr Lim Soon Huat

Mr Bey Chew Hock, Richard Miss Ng Lai Yoong
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With the support of

People’s Assaciation

&

Official Privilege Card

Our Sponsors

MY

Synwin Music “HALL

WWWw.synwin.com.sg www.mysymphonichall.com

Special thanks to OMM for the loan of music scores

ORCHSIRA
of the MUSIC

MAKERS
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